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What is music?

Music is a group of sounds that are arranged in a pleasing or meaningful way. All 
cultures of the world make some form of music. Music can be simple! For example, one 
person tapping out a beat on a log drum or singing a children’s song. Music can also be 
elaborate, like a symphony orchestra, at the Endless Mountain Music Festival!

What are the elements of music? 
All music includes basic elements, or parts. The main elements of music are rhythm, 
melody, harmony, and form.

Rhythm is the length of musical sounds. The most important part of rhythm is the 
beat. When you tap your foot to a song you like, you are tapping to the beat. The speed 
of the beats is called the tempo. The pattern of the beats is called the meter. Drums help 
other instruments and voices keep the rhythm in many songs.

Melody is a series of different sounds in a piece of music. The notes are played or 
sung one after another to make up a song. The tones in a melody may be low or high. 
The highness or lowness of a tone is called its pitch. Musicians describe different tones 
with the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.

Harmony takes place when people play or sing more than one tone at the same time. 
Groups of tones played together are called chords. Harmony also describes the way chords go 
along with a melody.

Form is the way that people put all of these things together. There are many different 
types of musical forms. Repeating a short melody is one of the simplest forms. A 
symphony is a more complex form. In a symphony, different groups of instruments may 
play different melodies at the same time or a series of harmonies. 
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Musical word jumble

Word Bank:
Answer key on page 12.
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music through the centuries

Baroque Period: 1600 - 1750
Johann Sebastian Bach, Vivaldi, Telemann and Handel composed during 
the Baroque Period. Baroque music is tuneful and organized. Conflict 
and contrast between sections in a piece and between instruments are 
common, and the music can be very dramatic!

Classical Period: 1750 - 1827
Wolfgang A. Mozart, Haydn and Beethoven composed during the 
Classical Period. The term “Classical” is often used to describe music 
that is not rock, pop, jazz or another style. But there is also a Classical 
era in music history! Music from the Classical Period is orderly, 
balanced and clear.

Romantic Period: 1827 - 1900
Franz Peter Schubert, Chopin, Mendelssohn, and Schumann 
composed during the Romantic Period. Music from this era sounds  
free from any limitations of form, and meant to describe something, 
like a scene in nature or a feeling.

Impressionist period: late 1800's -early 1900's
Achille-Claude Debussy, Ravel and others compose music that relies 
on strong, clear rythmic beat. There is an air of mystery, magic and 
wonder that surrounds Impressionistic music.
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music through the centuries

Modern Period: 1900 to the Present
Sergei Prokofiev, Stravinksy, Copland and today's composers wrote the 
music of the 20th century and beyond. Modern music allows composers 
to practice traditional musical ideas while applying their own creative 
approach!

Female Composers
From the 12th Century to today, women have made significant 
contributions to classical music! Amy Beach, Dudley, and Gow are all 
female composers who have become famous for their unique sound.

Choral Composers
Claudio Monteverdi, Morley, Thompson, and Hogan are all famous 
composers who wrote for the voice rather than instruments. 
According to a study, around 42.6 million Americans regularly sing in 
choruses today!

The Music of Freedom
During the time of slavery in the United States, many slaves went 
north to seek freedom, singing songs that gave them hope along 
the journey. William Grant Still grew up listening to his grandma tell 
stories about her life as a slave, and this inspiration found its way 
into his music.

Jazz: early 1900's
Duke Ellington, Davis, and Armstrong are all famous Jazz musicians. 
Jazz is a style of music that has a strong but flexible rhythm with 
lots of improvisation on basic tunes and chord patterns. 
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Matching Musical Genres

Draw a line from the genre of music to the definition. 
Answer key is on page 12.

Bluegrass 

Jazz 

Rhythm and Blues

Rock

Gospel  

Rap 

Country 

Classical 

Reggae

Pop

Also known as R&B and originated in African 
American communities in the 1940s.

A type of Christian music.

American roots music that developed in the 
United States Appalachian region.

A genre of popular music with roots in blues 
and old-time music, and various types of 
American folk.

Started in the African-American communities 
of New Orleans with roots in blues

Also called “popular music” and includes all 
music that is popular and includes many 
diverse styles.

Also called “hip-hop”, which was started by 
African Americans and Latino Americans in 
the Bronx Borough of New York City in the 
1970s.

Began in Jamaica in the late 1960s. The term 
also denotes the modern popular music of 
Jamaica.

A genre of music, also called “         & roll" that 
started in the early 1950s.

Rooted in the traditions of Western culture, 
often performed with an orchestra.
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learn the musical notes

Music notation is a way of writing down music so that anyone can play it! 

Music is written down using notes on a staff. Notes are symbols used for 
musical sound. A staff is a set of five lines and four spaces on which notes are 

written to indicate their pitch.

The Treble Clef is the top set of lines, the staff, in a piece of sheet 
music. It shows you the notes to play with your right hand on a piano. The 
lines and spaces have letter names. 

The spaces are labeled FACE starting with the first space at the bottom. The 
lines are labeled EGBDF (Every Good Boy Does Fine) starting at the bottom 
line and going to the top line. 

Use the space below to practice making treble clefs and music notes. 
Write your own music!
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learn the musical notes

Just like language is recorded with a set of letters that represent spoken sounds, music is 
recorded with a set of symbols that represent musical sounds.

Practice drawing the notes below!

Double whole note

Whole note

Half note

Quarter note

Eighth note

Sixteenth note

Thirty-Second note

The Bass Clef is the bottom set of lines, the staff, in a piece of sheet music. 
These are the notes that you play with your left hand on a piano. The spaces are 
labeled ACEG (All Cows Eat Grass). 

The lines are labeled GBDFA (Good Boys Deserve Fudge Always) starting at the 
bottom line and going up to the top line. Practice making bass clefs, and your 
own music below!
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Musical instrument crossword

Down:

1

2

4

5

7

Across:

3
6

7

8

9

Answer key is on page 12.
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Fill in the blanks

Use the word bank with the correct terms from the word bank below! 
Find the answers throughout the rest of the music guide. Answer key is on page 12.

WORD BANK
Rhythm     Rock      Pop   
Classical     Music     Baroque
Form      Tone     Impressionist

1. Music from the                             period is orderly, balanced, and clear. Composers 
such as Mozart and Beethoven were popular during this period. 

2. This is a broad genre of music that’s also called “                    & roll".  A few of the first 
of the musicians in this genre were Chuck Berry, Bill Haley, and Elvis Presley. 

3. The most important part of this musical element is the beat. Drums are an important 
part of keeping the                             during a piece of music!

4. Repeating a short melody is a simple                             , and a symphony is a much 
more complex one!

5. Also called “popular music”,                               includes all music that is popular now, 
and includes many diverse styles. This is the type of music that you can often hear on 
the radio!

6. During the                             period, the music was very dramatic, as you can hear in 
pieces from the period from composers like Bach, Vivaldi, and Handel. 

7. There was an air of wonder, mystery and magic used in the music you’ll hear from 
the                                 period. 

8. The highness or lowness of a                              is called its pitch. Musicians describe 
them with the letters A, B, C, D, E, F, and G. 

9. All cultures of the world make some form of                             . Some basic parts are 
rhythm, melody, harmony, and form.   
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Tell us what you think!

Did you watch our virtual music festival?

Which was your favorite video performance?

What is your favorite genre of music, and why?

Did you learn anything new from our music guide?

Tell us what you thought by mailing this to:

Endless Mountain Music Festival
130 Main Street
Wellsboro, Pa. 16901
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Answer Key

Word Jumble Crossword Puzzle

CLASSICAL

ROCK

RHYTHM

FORM

POP

BAROQUE

IMPRESSIONIST

TONE

MUSIC

Fill in the Bank

Bluegrass 

Jazz 

Rhythm and Blues

Rock

Gospel  

Rap 

Country 

Classical 

Reggae

Pop

Matching Musical Genres
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